Dxedd MiTepe, 9K TiNbKM cynepeyka 3axoamnna rnpo MopaibHun Bik 1noro
pemMecna, Bigpa3y rnoYnMHaB rapsvykyBaTu.

— €OVHe,— Ka3aB BiH,— Yy YOMY Hala wupa apy>xba 3 EHAOi TakkepoMm
AaBana TPIWMHY — Le OLiHKa HeYeCHUX OO0XO0A4iB 3 nornany nopsagHocCTi,
eTuKKn. 1 maB CBOO OYMKY, EHAOI — CBOO. {1 HIKO/IN HEe CXBaJitoBaB MOro HaMipis
cTAryBaTu KOHTpUOYyLii 3 Nnybnikun, a BiH BBa>kaB, LLO S HAATO 4YacTO BOAOCH
[0 COBICTI, a Ue Ha WwKody piHaHCOBUM CrpaBaM Hallol pipMu.

Y CBOIX cynepeykax M1 HepigKo BTpadaaum BCAKY Mipy. A SKOCb LiNALWIO0
HaBiTb 40 Toro, wo EHAi o6i3BaB MeHe Pokdennepom.

— 9 3Hato, EHAi, Ha WO T HaTsaKa€Ew,— BianoBiB ToAil 1.—Ane mn 3
TO6OIO HaATO AaBHO ToBapuyeMo, Wob s Ha Tebe obpasunecsa. Ocb TH
3aCMNoKOILWCA | caM NOLKOAYELL 3a CBOI 3/1i HACMIWKW. AfXKe S Wwe 3poay He
nignewysaBcs 00 CyO04MHLIB.

fAAKocb yniTky Mun 3 EHAI HagyMmanu signovnTu B M'paccaenni, rapHeHbKoOMY
MiCTeuKy B KeHTYKKINCbKMX ropax. Hac npunHAAn Tam 3a Toprosuis xynoboto,
nobponopsaaHMX rpoMaisH, Wo Npuixanun y BianycTky. Fpaccaennysam mu
cnopobanuce, i EHAI Ta 9 BUpIWMAW, NOKN TYT XXUTUMEM, YTPUMATUCS Bif,
CBOIro peMecsia  He MOPOYUTU JIIOAAM FOJIOBUN Hi NPOCNEeKTaMn Kay4yKoBUX

KOHLLEeCin, Hi 6nckomM Bpa3inbCbKnX AiaMaHTIB.

OfgHoro gHA BNacHUK Hanmbinbwoi y Mpaccaenni KpamMmHULI 3ani3HNX
BMpO6iB MPUNLLOB A0 HAaC y roTesb i CiB Ha 6anKoHi, Wob 3a KoMNaHiIto 3 HamMun
nokypuTn. BiH nobmB rpaTn NnononynHi Ha NOABIP'I roTento B 3aNi3Hi Kinbus, i
MW BXXe LaBHO MOro 3Hanu. Lle 6yB ranacnmeum pyaonm 4onoBiK, 4OCUTb
OrpsaaHUN, i3 3a4MLWKOI0, | BCe XK BENIbMU MOBa)XHUW Ha BUrnsa4. OToX MU
nobasnakanm 3 HAM Npo ce, Npo Te, a ToAi uen MepKiCOH — Tak 3BaJin
yosioBika — CcTypboBaHO-6e3TypbOTHO AiCTa€E 3 KULWEHI AKOroCb JINCTa | faE€

HaM MNOYUTaTN.



— Hy, W0 BM Ha Ue CKa)xeTe? — NUTaE BiH YCMixalo4ncb.— Takoro ancTa
— MEHI!

CNaHyBWW Ha NCT, My 3 EHAI ogpa3y 3MeTUKYBaIM WO W 40 4Oro, ogHak
BOA/N, HIBU YNTaEMO yBa)kHO. Lle 6yB 0AMH i3 TUX BiAAPYKOBAHUX Ha MalUUHLL
JINCTIB NPO (hanbLIMBI rPoLLi, Ae NOACHIOETLCA, K 3@ TUCAYY 0J1apiB
ofepXXaTu Linnx n'aTe TUCAY, NPUYOMY TaKUMn baHKHOTaMu, WO KOO eH
eKCnepT He BiApPI3HUTL iX Big cnpaBHix. Lani B INCTi NnMcanocs, Wwo Ti
[0N1apy HaAPYKOBaAHO 3 KJlille, BUKPAAEHUX OAHUM CJy>KOOBLIEM OEeP>XaBHOIO

Ka3Ha4yencTBa y BalliHrTOHI.

— Hi, Bn Tinbku nogymante! — He BraBas MepkicoH.— OTakoro smcTa

Hagicnatv MEHI!

— TakKi IMCTN YaCTo OAEPXKYIOTb NOPAAHI NIoan,— Kake EHAi.— AKLo Bn
He BIAMOBICTE Ha MepLUnn, TO Ui Waxpal MaxHyTb Ha BaC pyKot. A facTte
BiAMOBiAb — HaMMWYyTb 3HOBY, 3aNPOMOHYIOTb NMPUHECTU rpoLWi N 3pobuTn
BizHec.

— MopymaTu TiNIbKN — HanNucaTu Takoro Anucta came MEHI! — 3Han
0byptoeTbC MepKiCOoH.

Yepes Kiflbka AHIB BiH MPUALWOB A0 HaC 3HOBY.

— CnyxanTte,— Kaxxe,— 1 3Halo, L0 B/ Nt0an NopsaHi, a To 6 a He
NOBIpMBCA BaM. {1 TaKu BiAMOBIB TUM HerigHUKaMm. [pocTo Tak, 3aas4 CcMixy. |
BOHW CNpaBAi Hagicnanu we ogHOro aMcTa, NPonoHyTb NpuixaTn B Yikaro.
MuwyTb, Wo6 nas Tenerpamy Ha im'a Ox. CMiTa, KO BUDKOXKaTuMy. A B
Yikaro wob cTtas Ha po3i TaKoI-TO ByULi i XXJaB 4Y0JI0BiKa B CipOMY KOCTIOMI.
Town niginge i BNyCTUTb Nepeai MHOM raseTy. TOAi A Mato 3anuTaTn y HbOTO,
4yu Tensia CboroAHi BoAa, i Tak BiH y3HaE, WO 9 — Ue 4, a 9 y3Halo, WO BiH —

TO BiH.



— A-a, Hy 3BiCHO,— WNPOKO Mo3ixHyB EHAi.— Lle Ham He nepBuHa. 4 He
pas3 4YnTaB Npo Take B raseTtax. [10TiM BiH NnoBefe Bac y rotesb, a TaM y
3aTULLHOMY KYTOYKY Ha BacC YyekaTume Mictep [>koHe. Jani BOHN MOKa>yTb
BaM HOBI-HOBICiHbKI, CApaB)XHi rpowi. KynnamTte, CKifibkn gyuwa 3abaxxae,—
nonap 3a nN'aATk. [oTiM y Bac Ha 04ax BOHW BMNaKylTb rpoLli B CYMKY — BCe AK
roounTbCs, He nigkonaewcs. A BAoMa risiHeTe— B CyMLi He fgonapwu, a

3BMYaNHICiHBKNM 06ropTkoBun nanip!

— A a3ycbku! — Kake MepkicoH.— 4 He Takunn. He ByB 6u A TepTuM
KajlayeM, To Aiabka nmcoro Min 6isHec naBaB 6m Hanbinbwi B [paccoenni
BGapuwwi. To BN KaxxeTe, MicTepe TakKep, BOHU NOKaXXyTb CNPaBXHi rpoLui?

— Ta A cam CTifibKK pa3siB... 9 cam baraTo pa3sis YMTaB NMpo Take B
raseTax,— Kaxe EHAi.

— 3HaETe, WO A CKaxKy,— MOBUTb MepKiCOH,— 4YopTa 3 ABa TUM LLUaxpasMm
BOACTbCSA 06BECTM MeHe Kpyr nasbus. 9 Aymato npuxonuTtin 3 coboto aBi
TUCSAYI, Nigy A0 TUX Waxpais i BTPY IM Hoca. Ao Bxe binn MepkicoH HaknHe
OKO Ha Ti FPOLLIMKKX, TO BOHM ByayTb noro. [latloTb 3a oAuH gonap n'ate? Lo
XX, KOJIM A 32 HUX Bi3bMyCH, IM Takn goBefeTbCA TPYCHYTU raMmaHuem. O, binn
MepkicoH ToprysaTu BMi€! ABxexX, A noigy B Hikaro i BiabMy 3 Toro . Cmita
3a KOXXeH fosiap nN'aTe. [lymato, BOANYKA Oro-ro K Harpietbcs!

Mwn 3 EHAi HaMaraemocs Bubutn MepkiCOHOBI 3 ro10BU L0 60XKEBINbHY
diHaHcoBy onepauito. e TaMm! MepKicoH He xo4e 6inbLll HIYOro, TiNIbKK
BMKOHATW CBil rPOMaAsAHCbKU 000B'A30K i 3arHaTu TUX rpabiXKHUKIB Y HUMWK

K TaKW HaCTaBJIeHY NMaCTKY. Mo>xe, MOBASAB, Le IX YHOroCb HaBYUTb.

MepkicOoH niwos, a M1 3 EHAI cMANMMO 1 MOBYKN AYMAEMO MNPO Te, AKa X
€pecb YacoM Ccrnaja€ NIAMHI Ha AyMKY. My 3 HUM B3arani 1obunun y BiNbHi

roOOVHW NMOMIPKYBaTU NPO BAOCKOHAJNIEHHSA AYLi, BACOKiI MOPUBM...

— Twn 3Haew, >xedde,— 03MBAETLCA NO AOBrin MoBYaHLi EHAI,—

4YaCTEHbKO, OX YaCTEHbKO Yy MeHe cBepbinn pykun nonivntn T1o6i 3ybu, koam tm



NOYMHAB XXYBaTW XYNKY MPO CBin "4yeCcHuin BizHec". BugHo, 5 4acTo
nomMunnaBcs. Ane ragato, Wo UbOoro pa3y HaM HeBaX>kKo byne AinTu 3rogun.
MeHi 34a€TbCH, WO 3 Haworo boky byge NOMUAKO BigNYCTUTW MiCcTepa
MepkicoHa B Hikaro no Tux waxpais camoro. Xiba Tn He ba4ynw, 4mm e
CKiH4MTbCA? HeBXe Tobi He 3a4a€ThCA, WO HaM Byae CroKinHiwe Ha ayLi,

KOJIN MU SKOCb BTPYTUMOCH i MOJIaMaeEMO Le Lino?

A BcTato, TUCHY EHAi TakkepoBi pyKy i JOBro He BUNyCcKato Ii 3 CBOEI.

— EHAi,— KaXy,— SKLO 5 iHOAI U cepamnBCs, | AymMaB nNpo Te, Wwo B Tebe
HeMa COBICTi, TO Ternep 3MiHUB CBOIO AYMKY. Bce-Takum B TO6i fecb € KpyrnuHKa
noasaHocTi n gobpa. | ue pobuTb To6I YecTb. LLLonHO A cam nogymas Npo Te,
O TU oue ckasaB. byso 6 He4YeCHO, HeLWNAXeTHO,— Kaxy,— AKb6m mMu
nycTunam MepkicoHa caMoro 34inCHNTK Te, Wo BiH HaayMaB. Kosim noro Tak
bepe HeTepnasg4YKa, TO WO X, NOIgEMO 3 HUM 6 He faMo TuM po3buiakam
3pobunTK CBOE HYOpHE Aaino.

EHAOi noroamecs 3i MHOLO, | AK MPUEMHO Byno 6a4nTn, WO BiH HE Ha XXapT

3anasnmecsa ba>kaHHAM 3ipBaTu MaxiHaLito 3 asibLUMBUMN IPILLIMU.

— Tw 3Haew, EHAi,— KaXxy,— B NUTAHHAX MOpaJi 1 He BBa)Kato cebe
NOB0>KHOIO JIIOANHOK YN (haHATUKOM. Ale A HEe MOXXY CUAITU CKNABLUWN PYKW,
KON NOANHY, SKa CBOIM MOTOM, pO3YMOM, He 60841Cb pU3nKy, CTBOpUIA
conigHuin BizHec, Konn uio noanHy cepep 6inoro gHA rpabye aKUNCh
6e3CoBICHUI NPONANCBIT, LLLO 3arpoXKy€e CyCninbHOMY Ao06py.

— MpasunbHO, Oxedde,— Kaxe EHAI.— AkLWo MepKiCOH He nepenyMac i
noige, M1 Hi Ha MNTb HE NOKMHEMO MOro CaMOro W NoKJagemMo Kpan UboMy
He4yncToMmy giny. MeHi, 9k i T06i, Ay>xe He xoTinoca 6, wWob Taki rpowi Nonanw

XTO3Ha-Kyamw.

| M1 nogannca oo MepkicoHa.



— Hi, xnonui,— kKa>xe MepkKicoH,— He xo4y 4, Wwob conogki cnism Tnx
YiKarCbKMX CMpeH po3BiSiB y MeHe nepen HOCOM JiTHIN BiTepeub. A abo
BUTOMJIIO CManieub i3 Tux ignis fatuus[1] abo nponanto aipky B ckoBopodi. Ane
6yny cMepTesibHO paaun, AKLWO BM noigeTe 3i MHOW. Moxxe, BU 1 CcrnpaBai
CTaHeTe B NpUrofi, Koam MeHi goseneTbCcs 3rpibaTn BCi OTi NOMiHAHI rpoLui.

Cnpasai, opy3i, 1 byay Ha cboMoMy Hebi, SKLWO MU MNOIAEMO Pa30M.

| ocb MepkKicoH nyckae B ['paccaenni 4yTKy, HIBUTO BiH ige 3 MmicTepom
MiTepcom Ta micTepoM TakkepoM Ha Kiflbka AHIB A0 3axigHol BipriHii
AVBUTUCA AKICb 3aNi3Hi KonasbHi. A cam Tenerpacdye Oxx. CmiTy, L0, MOBNAB,
TaKoro-To gHA 6a>ka€ NoTpanuTu B NOro TeHeTa. | M1 nocnilaeMo BTPbOX A0

Yikaro.

Hoporoto MepKiCoH y>Xe Hanepep TilWnTbCA NnepenyvyyTTaM Becenmx

npurog i NPUEMHUX cnoragis.

— Y CipOMY KOCTIOMYUKY,— Ka)Ke BiH,— Ha MiBAEeHHO-3aXiAHOMY pO3i
Yoball-aBeHto i JIenk-CTpIT... BiH yrnyckae raseTy, a g NuTato, sKa TaMm

CbOrofiHi Bogn4yka. Xa-xa-xa! — | MepKicoH XBWINH N'ATb TPACETbLCHA 30 CMiXYy.

Ane 4yacom MepKiCOH panTOM CTa€E CEPMNO3HUN, HIBN HaMara€eTbCH

NPOrHaTK Bif cebe AKiCb MHITIOHI OYMKWN.

— Xnonui,— Kaxke BiH,— A 6 i 3a gecaTb TUCAY A0NapiB He 3roamBcs, abu
npo ue aino gosiganucsa B Mpaccaenni. Toai mewHi gosenocs 6 nitn 3 Topboto
Mo CBITY. Ane X A 3Hato: BU XJ10Mui 4ynoBi. MeHi 30a€TbCA,— NPOBaAUTb BiH,—
o 060B'A30K KOXXHOI0 rpoMagsiHnHa — 3pobuTtum BCe, wob npubpaTtn 00 pykK
oTux po36inHuKiB, AKi 064YypPIOIOTb AOBIPAMBUX NI0AEN. 3HATUMYTb BOHU B
MeHe, 41 Tenna soaudka! k. CMIT NponoHye 3a fonap uinvx n'aTe, i nomy

noBeneTbCs BUKOHATU L0 YMOBY, KOJIM BXXe BiH Hanae Ha binna MepkicoHa!

o Yikaro mu npuixannm 611M3bKo CbOMOI Be4opa. A 3 HYOJIOBIKOM Y CipoMy
KOCTIOMi MepKiCOH MaB 3yCTpPIiTUCb O NiB Ha gecaTy. Mu noobiganu B roteni i
nilwnn B Homep MepkKiCoHa 4YeKaTu NpPM3HaA4YeHOoro 4acy.



— Hy, opy3i,— Ka>xe MepKiCOH,— faBanTe rypToM NOMI3KYEMO i
BUPOOUMO TaKTUKY PO3rpOMYy HALLOro NPOTUBHUKA. A LLO SK 3pobumo Tak. 4
06MIiHIOIOCb CUrHaNaMM 3 TUM CipUM YJ1IEHOM 3rpal, Lo NPUMaHIOE NPOCTauKIB,
a BW, O)KeHTJIbMEeHN, TUM YacoM MpoxoanuTe MMMO — TakK Hibn BMNagkoso,
caMmi po3ymieTe,— Burykyete: "3popos 6yB, Mepke!",— aonByeTtecs
HeCnoAiBaHinN 3yCTpidi i NO-APY>XHbOMY TUCHETE MEeHi pyKy. MMOTiM 1 BiABOXY
Toro Tmna BOIK i Kaxy, Wo BN — TexX i3 Mpaccaenna, 38aTu BaC [>KeHKIHC i
BpayH, oavH gepxntb bakaninHy KpamMHULIO, Apyrnn Toprye dpypaxxem. OgHe
CJ/10BO, NOPSALHI 0N | TEX He NPOoTM cnNpobyBaTn HA Yy>XUHiI CBOE LLACTS.
"Toni 6epiTb i ix 3 cob0ol0,— CKa)ke, 3BICHO, TOM TUM,— AKLLO BXe IM TaK

KOPTUTb NpuiawiTyBaTu cBoi rpowwi”. Hy, Ak BaM nogobaeTbca Min nnaH?

— Wo v Ha ue ckaxew, [xedde? — nutae EHAI N AMBUTBCA Ha MeHe.

— lMNapa3a, 9 ckaXky BaM CBOO AYMKY,— BignoBigat 9.— 9 CKa>ky 0Cb LLO:
[aBanTe 3anaroauMo ue Agino sigpasy, oTyT. bo A He 6a4y npuy4nHM
MapHyBaTW Yac.— [OTiM AiCcTato 3 KULLEHI CBIN HiIkeNbOBaHU pPeBOJIbBEP
TPUALSATH BOCbMOro Kanibpy i Kiflbka pa3sis npokpy4yto bapabaH.— ARy Tn,
6e360>xHMNR, ipogis, NiacTynHU kabaH,— 3BepTatoca A0 MepKicOHa,— Knaaw
Ha CTin CBOI ABi TUCAYi. Ta He BapuCb,— KaxXxy, — a TO NowkKoAayew. 5
3araJiom 4OJIOBIK M'sKkocepaun, asie HacoM i B MeHe TepreLub YPUBAETLCS.
Yepe3 Takux, 9K TU,— Beay A Micns Toro, sk MepkiCoH BMKJ1aB Ha CTifl rpoLui,
— Ha CBITi i CTBOPEHO Cyaun Ta B'A3HMUI. Tu npuixas ctoan 3abpaTn B nogen
IXHi rpowi. A xiba ue BunpaBAaHHA,— NUTal0,— WO BOHM 3bupanucsa
obikpacTtn Tebe? Hi, nobpogaito, Tobi ogHakoBo, KOro 066upaTn,— 4YopTa 4n
bica. Tn,— Kaxxy,— BaecsTepo binblla CBOJIOTA 3a TOr0, WO FreHasoE
anbwmsumu gonapamu. Booma tm xoouw 00 LEepPKBU i NPUKNOAELLCA
[obponopsAHMM HOJI0BIKOM, a ToAi BUpyLwwaew Ao Yikaro i obkpapaeLl
nonen, Wo CTBOPWUAM HafivHe, BUrigAHE 4iN0 | BAWYKYOTb TaKUX HIKYEMHUX
NagJitokK, 0O SKMX T HaMaraBCsA CbOroAHi NpMegHaTUCA. 3BiAKK TOGI 3HaTK,—
Ka)ky,— MO>Xe, y TOro 40JI0BiKa 3 (pa/sibLUMBMMMN A0J1IapaMu Ha pyKax BesinKa
CiM'Sl, LLO TiSIbKN N XK1BE Hadi€o Ha noro saadvy? Bu HiBMTO noBakHi,
LaHoOBaHI logn, a caMi Tak i AMBUTECH, e Ha AYPHUYKY NiOXUBUTUCH,—
Ka)ky.— Lle Ha BacC y Uin KpaiHi TpMMalTbCA BCAKI pasblUKMBI IoTepel,
nigctasHi ipmn, poHAoBi BipXi, nepexonatoBayi Tenerpam. Akbu Bu ix He



niaronosyBasn, BOHU 6 3HUKAM caMi No cobi. A Tor 4OM0BIK 3 hanbLIMBUMMN
fonapamm, aKoro T 36mpascsa 064NCTUTU,— KaXKy,— MOXXe, BiH poKamu
BYMBCS CBOIro pemMecsia? LLlopa3y BiH pU3uKYy€e po3npoLwaTtncs 3 yciMa CBoiMu
rpiwMun, cBo60OAO0IO, @ TO N XUTTAM. A TU NPUI3ANLL CIOAN K NPenoaobHUK,
036po€eHUIN CBOEID pecnekTabesibHICTIO N TAEMHOIO afpecoto, | HaMaraewcs
NOro owykKaTu. AKLWO TBOT rpoLi AICTaHYTbCA NOMY, TN 3pa3y B KPUK —
noniuia! A AKWoO Noro rpowi AgicTaHyTbcA ToOi, BIH MOBYKM NPOKOBTHE CBOHO
HeBAauvy i NOHece 3aCTaBAATY CBIll Cipuin KOCTIOMYMK, abun 3annatntn cobi 3a
Be4yepto. Mu 3 MicTepom TakkepoM Tebe po3Kycunm,— Kaxxy g gani,— i
npvixanun cioan nobaynTu, 9K TK AiCcTaHew no 3acny3i. AHy 3abepwu Big
rpowwen pykmn! — Kaxxy.— Tu, npenogobHun nec!

| 9 Knagy OBi NOro TUCAYI 00 BHYTPILWHBOI KULWEHI CBOro nigxkaka. Lina

MadvykKa Nno OBaauUATb ,uonapiB.

— A Tenep,— Kaxxy fnani MepkicoHoBi,— ficTaBan roaguHHUK. Hi, BiH MeHi
He NoTpibeH,— 3acnoKo Noro.— MNoknagn roguHHNK Ha CTiN i cnamn, NokKn
BiH NpoLOKAE roanHy. Toai Moxew yctaTu. A Ak cnpobyeww HapobuTn ranacy
4y BCTaHeL paHiwe, M1 po343BOHUMO NMpo Tebe Ha Becb INpaccaoenn. MeHi
3[0a€TbCA, TBOA penyTauia Tobi 4opoXKya, HIXK ABi TUCAYI Aonapis.

| My 3 EHAI niwnw.

B noizai ERAi nosBro moB4YaB. HapewTi Kaxke:

— Oxedde, MOXKHa NocTaBuTn Tobi 0OAHE 3anNUTaHHA?

— HaBiTb ABO€E,— KaXy 9.— Y1 X04 COpOK.

— Konn Tn BCe ue npuaymas — iWwe A0 TOro, K My BUPYLLUWUAN 3
MepkicoHoM y popory?

— Hy 3BiCcHO,— KaXy .— A To X aK? Xiba T maB Ha AyMLUi He Te came?



HNobpux nisrognHn EHAQi 3HOB MOBYUTL. MeBHe, 6yBalOTb Y HBOrO XBUJINHN,
KOJ1M BiH 30BCiM He po3yMiB MOIX NpaBui 0obponopAaaHOCTI N cucTemMy

MOpasibHOI ririEHN.

— xepdhe,— HapeLwTi 03UBAETLCS BiH,— KOJINCb, K MaTUMELL BiflbHY
YacuHKy, 6yab lacka, Hakpecsb MeHi giarpamy TBOEI COBICTi. Tinibkn W06 3

NpUMITKaMu, 3 NOACHeHHAMU. 1 6 XOTIB Yac Bif 4Yacy He0 KOPUCTYBaTUCS.

[1] MaHapiBHUX BOMHUKIB (NaT.).



